Åbo Akademi University (ÅA) is an internationally acknowledged research university with a multidisciplinary profile, and in particular an extensive responsibility for providing education in Swedish in Finland. ÅA has around 5500 degree students, of which 800 are international students from over 70 different countries, 950 doctoral students, and a total of 1300 employees. ÅA has a strong position on the Finnish educational market, in the interaction with society and business life, and in international research. In various external comparisons ÅA has been ranked among the best universities in Finland.
Turku Centre for Computer Science (TUCS) is a joint research institute of University of Turku and Åbo Akademi University. TUCS conducts basic and applied research in computer science and engineering. TUCS boasts a long history of high-level achievements of its affiliated researchers, measured in terms of articles in high-level journals and conferences, number of citations, invitations to speak in the most important conferences in the field, and memberships in editorial boards of high-level international journals. TUCS has been a Center of Excellence of Research of the Academy of Finland in the very first round of such centers in Finland, 1995 Finland, -1999 . A unit of TUCS, the Centre for Reliable Software Technology (CREST), has also been a Center of Excellence during [2002] [2003] [2004] [2005] [2006] [2007] . Two Academy Professors, as well as three FIDIPRO professors have been / are affiliated with TUCS. TUCS is hosting the research activity of Academician Arto Salomaa.
The city of Turku (Åbo) is the oldest city in Finland, established at the end of 13 th century. It is situated
